
Louisiana Code of Civil Procedure article 966. Motion for summary judgment; procedure 

A.(1) The plaintiff or defendant in the principal or any incidental action, with or without 
supporting affidavits, may move for a summary judgment in his favor for all or part of 
the relief for which he has prayed. The plaintiff's motion may be made at any time after 
the answer has been filed. The defendant's motion may be made at any time. 

(2) The summary judgment procedure is designed to secure the just, speedy, and 
inexpensive determination of every action, except those disallowed by Article 969. The 
procedure is favored and shall be construed to accomplish these ends. 

B. The motion for summary judgment and supporting affidavits shall be served at least 
fifteen days before the time specified for the hearing. For good cause, the court shall give 
the adverse party additional time to file a response, including opposing affidavits or 
depositions. The adverse party may serve opposing affidavits, and if such opposing 
affidavits are served, the opposing affidavits and any memorandum in support thereof 
shall be served pursuant to Article 1313 at least eight days prior to the date of the hearing 
unless the Rules for Louisiana District Courts provide to the contrary. The judgment 
sought shall be rendered forthwith if the pleadings, depositions, answers to 
interrogatories, and admissions on file, together with the affidavits, if any, show that 
there is no genuine issue as to material fact, and that mover is entitled to judgment as a 
matter of law. 

C.(1) After adequate discovery or after a case is set for trial, a motion which shows that 
there is no genuine issue as to material fact and that the mover is entitled to judgment as a 
matter of law shall be granted. 

(2) The burden of proof remains with the movant. However, if the movant will not bear 
the burden of proof at trial on the matter that is before the court on the motion for 
summary judgment, the movant's burden on the motion does not require him to negate all 
essential elements of the adverse party's claim, action, or defense, but rather to point out 
to the court that there is an absence of factual support for one or more elements essential 
to the adverse party's claim, action, or defense. Thereafter, if the adverse party fails to 
produce factual support sufficient to establish that he will be able to satisfy his 
evidentiary burden of proof at trial, there is no genuine issue of material fact. 

D. The court shall hear and render judgment on the motion for summary judgment within 
a reasonable time, but in any event judgment on the motion shall be rendered at least ten 
days prior to trial. 

E. A summary judgment may be rendered dispositive of a particular issue, theory of 
recovery, cause of action, or defense, in favor of one or more parties, even though the 
granting of the summary judgment does not dispose of the entire case. 



F, G. Repealed by Acts 1997, No. 483, §3, eff. July 1, 1997. 

Amended by Acts 1966, No. 36, §1; Acts 1983, No. 101, §1, eff. June 24, 1983; Acts 
1984, No. 89, §1; Acts 1992, No. 71, §1; Acts 1996, 1st Ex. Sess., No. 9, §1, eff. May 1, 
1996; Acts 1997, No. 483, §§1, 3, eff. July 1, 1997; Acts 2001, No. 771, §1; Acts 2003, 
No. 867, §1. 

 


